
Shooting for the Stars: 
A regional tourism journey



World’s First Astronomers
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Artificial Light Pollution 2012

Image: Suomi satellite, NASA & National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Research: Dr. Christopher Kyba et al., GFZ German Research Center for Geosciences 
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Image: Suomi satellite, NASA & National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Research: Dr. Christopher Kyba et al., GFZ German Research Center for Geosciences 
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Artificial Light Pollution 2016



Country WA is Dark
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Niche with broad appeal 
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Image: Michael Goh Photography, @astrophotobear 
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Emerging Space Science Industry



Aims

• Increase overnight visitation

• Grow jobs in a new sector of Tourism

• Develop the Dark Sky Tourism economy

• Value the night sky environment
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Image: Indigo Storm Photography, Kylie GeeRef: 2018 Kantar Public, Destinations perceptions research – Australia’s Golden Outback

An Opportunity
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Niche with broad appeal 

Sandstone
Observatory

Stargazing Nights
Open Saturdays

View more

Solar Cycle
Bike ride 

around the 
solar system
View more

Mount 
Magnet

Astrofest
May 2018
View more

Dalgaranga
Meteorite 

Crater

Stars on
the Lake

Astrophotography Site
View more

Geraldton Astronomy
Group

Stargazing Nights
Meets Saturdays

View more

Astro-Tourism 
Town

Astro places 
of interest
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http://www.stargazersclubwa.com.au/
http://www.stargazersclubwa.com.au/
http://www.stargazersclubwa.com.au/
http://www.stargazersclubwa.com.au/
http://www.stargazersclubwa.com.au/
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Ashburton

Carnamah

Carnarvon

Chittering

Dandaragan

Lake Grace

Mingenew

Morawa

Narembeen

Narrogin

Northam

Perenjori

Shark Bay

Three Springs

Upper Gascoyne

West Arthur

Wickepin

Wongan-Ballidu
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Image: Ben Brown, @wodle
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Mapped 50+ Stargazing Places
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Building Skills, Knowledge & Networks 

Image: Michael Goh Photography, @astrophotobear 



Community Events
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Image: Michael Goh Photography, @astrophotobear 



Dark Sky Tourism
Opportunities
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Itineraries
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Tours
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Image: Global Gypsies



Giant Planisphere Signs
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Aboriginal Astrotourism
Project
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STEM & Aboriginal Astronomy

YUED ABORIGINAL ASTROTOURISM PROJECT
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Campfire Yarning
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Art Project



YUED ABORIGINAL ASTROTOURISM PROJECT

Souvenir
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Promotion



Dark Sky Tourism 
Market Research
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• 35% “Astro Enthusiasts”

• Planning or open to astro-
related travel

• Interested in a broad range of 
Dark Sky Tourism activities 

• 71% anticipate spending 
same/more

www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Markets-and-research/Specialised-Research-Reports



SHARING & PROTECTING OUR DARK NIGHT SKY

Investment 
Opportunities Identified

• Tourism offerings showcasing 
space industry sites, Aboriginal 
culture, dark sky sites

• Camping/glamping sites

• Observation spaces

• Tours

https://www.rdaperth.org/rda-projects/wa-investment-prospectus/
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https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/position-statement-dark-sky-and-astrotourism



How do we Protect the Night Sky?
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Warm Colour Temperature LED Lights
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International Dark Sky Places
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A Glimpse into the Future…

SHARING & PROTECTING OUR DARK NIGHT SKY



SHARING & PROTECTING OUR DARK NIGHT SKY

Total Solar Eclipse
20th April 2023
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Image: xjubier.free.fr

Exmouth
20th April 2023
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Image: xjubier.free.fr

Kimberley
22nd July 2028
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Image: xjubier.free.fr

Mid West/Murchison
13th July 2037
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Image: xjubier.free.fr

Mid West/Murchison
13th July 2037
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Image: xjubier.free.fr

Pilbara
26th December 2038
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Global Spotlight 
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Created a Tribe

Image: Michael Goh Photography, @astrophotobear 
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I’m an Inventor
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Sending the Same Message Often
Image: Michael Goh Photography, @astrophotobear 



Happy Stargazing!

Astrotourism WA

0427 554 035

carol@astrotourismwa.com.au

www.astrotourismwa.com.au

@AstrotourismWA
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Dark Sky Tourism: How Do I Start?
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As Simple as Hot Chocolate
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Dinner Under the Stars
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Stargazing & Wildlife at Night
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Using Peak Tourism Season
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