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Four Simple Small Town Truisms!!

➢ ‘You don’t get a second chance at a 
first impressions!’

➢ There needs to be “WOW’ factor.’

➢ ‘You need to be more than a dot on 
the map.’

➢ ‘The state of the main street is a 
reflection of the pride and confidence 
of a community.’





Gascoyne Junction, WA 







Lesson 1.
 

Have fresh 
eyes!

‘The hardest thing 
to see is what is 
in front of your 
eyes’

-Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe

























Lesson 2.
 

Focus on people 
and streetlife, 

not cars!

‘Design for 
people, and you 
will attract 
people.
Design for 
vehicles you will 
attract vehicles’ 
- Margaret River Shire planning 
document







Tuscany, Italy



Bassendean, WA 



Beechworth Bakery, Victoria 



Customers from 8am 





TOM O’TOOLE VOUCHER

Beechworth Bakery Coffee Voucher



Lesson 3.
Invest in green spaces, 
trees and flowers…and 
lots of them!



Kulin, WA 



Bathurst, NSW



Tamworth, NSW









Tinderbox

Old Cheese 
Factory



Margaret River



Norseman, WA  











Lesson 4.
 

Engage in 
storytelling!

‘Never tell a 
story because it 
is true, tell it 
because it is a 
good story’

-John Mahaffy  



Victoria Cross Memorial Park, 

Euroa, Victoria



Halls Creek, 
WA 







Northampton pays tribute to 
footy stars



Northampton pays tribute to footy stars









The Light Photography work of 
Peter Solness as illustrated in the 
town of Hill End 









Art Deco and Coloured Lighting



Lesson 5.
 

Stir curiosity 
through 
creativity!





Hundertwasser Toilets 
in Kawakawa, NZ







Winton, Queensland 



The ‘Big Footy’ in Ungarie, NSW- a tribute to 
the local Daniher family. 

Aims to ‘bring some bounce 
back into the town’.



Lake Grace, WA





The Farmer, Wudinna, SA 





Lesson 6.
 

Don’t forget 
humour!

‘Laughter is 
the sun that 
drives winter 
from the 
human face’

-Victor Hugo     









Key Lessons

➢Have fresh eyes!
➢Focus on people and streetlife, 
not cars!

➢Invest in green spaces, trees 
and flowers…and have lots of 
them!

➢Engage in storytelling!
➢Stir curiosity through creativity!
➢Don’t forget humour!
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