
Great stories About Rural Pubs 
 

 

• ‘More country pubs owned by locals keen to keep community hub and 

share business challenges’ – Article by ABC News - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-25/country-pubs-owned-by-

community-regional-victoria/102136194 

 

• ’Ongerup locals buy the pub, service station, supermarket and café to 

keep town alive’ – Article by ABC Rural News- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-07-13/ongerup-locals-buy-pub-

businesses-to-keep-town-alive/102589276  
 

• ‘Bush communities coming together to save their pub’ – YouTube by 

ABC Rural News- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGq0nT7yjOA&t=45s  
 

• ‘Broomehill Village Co-operative buys historic 120-year-old Imperial 

Hotel in Great Southern WA’ – Article by ABC Great Southern - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-26/broomehill-village-co-

operative-buys-imperial-hotel-south-wa/100860618  

 

• ‘Nyabing's pub flowing with cheer again after locals rally to save 

their watering hole’ – Article by ABC Great Southern- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-10/beer-taps-are-flowing-again-

in-wa-town-of-nyabing/10883516 

 

• ‘Nyabing From Pub to Hub’- YouTube by Regional Development Australia- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFAHL1zNILw&t=1s  

 

• ‘No last shouts here as town rolls out the barrel’ – Article by Greg 

Bearup in The Weekend Australia, July 23-24, 2022.  

 

• ‘Tiny Riverina community raises $1m to save pub from closure’ – 

Article by ABC Riverina- https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-

22/riverina-community-raises-1-million-to-save-local-pub/100772036  

 

• ‘Here's cheers to Grong Grong and the locals who bought their own 

pub’ -Article in the Riverina Region- https://regionriverina.com.au/heres-

cheers-to-grong-grong-and-the-locals-who-bought-their-own-pub/943/  
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• ‘NSW country pub becomes a cooperative’ – Article by Amanda Bryan in 

The Australian  Hotelier- https://theshout.com.au/australian-

hotelier/nsw-country-pub-becomes-a-cooperative/  

 

• ‘The town that brought their local pub’ -The Project YouTube- 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1332486107173042  

 

• ‘A unique way a small town kept a historic pub from closing’ – Channel 

9 Today film clip - https://9now.nine.com.au/today/grong-grong-royal-

hotel-locals-pitch-in-to-stop-pub-from-closing/14e08d3d-6598-45f1-

b0e8-464db03b5c68  
 

• ‘Raising the Bar- buy a hotel, build a community…the towns where 

locals pitched in to save their pub’ – Article by Greg Bearup in Weekend 

Magazine July 23-24, 2022.  

 

• ‘Community co-op revitalises condemned pub’ – article by Michael 

Cavanagh & Lauren Moxey in Cooperative Farming- 

https://coopfarming.coop/stories/community-co-op-revitalises-

condemned-pub/  

 

• ‘How a tiny village community brought a pub to save their town’- 

Current Affair Program- https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-

affair/lockington-residents-band-together-to-buy-their-pub-and-save-

their-community/2d6b6836-1c53-4eff-8810-64c3ab8f38df  

 

• ‘Mogumber pub restored as a community hub’ – Article by Mel Williams 

in Farm Weekly- 

https://www.farmweekly.com.au/story/8254211/mogumber-pub-gets-a-

new-lease-on-life/  
 

• ‘Wubin Locals keeping the Pub open during COVID-  article by ABC 

News - https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-09/locals-step-up-to-

reopen-wubin-hotel/100868730  

 

• ‘How buying the Wellshot Hotel helped Tracy heal and keep her 

outback community alive’ – Article by ABC News- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-07-14/wellshot-hotel-outback-

queensland-publican-tracy-hatch/102586838 
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• ‘The Wellshot Hotel is the life of a tiny town, but it hasn’t always 

been easy for its publican’ – ABC Video - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-07-14/the-wellshot-hotel-is-the-life-

of-a-tiny-outback/102598598  

 

• ‘The Pub without a town’ – Story by Ian Kerins- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-08/the-pub-with-no-town-

dulacca/101824028 

 

• ‘Historic Sunshine Coast pub ditches pokies to create family friendly 

atmosphere’ – Article by ABC News - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-17/sunshine-coast-mapleton-

publican-ditches-pokies-family-friendly/102104324  

 

• ‘Former Baptist church at Laura in South Australia's Mid North to 

reopen as brewery’ – Article by ABC News- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-04-18/former-baptist-church-laura-

sa-mid-north-to-reopen-brewery/10223345  

 

• ‘Raising the Bar in Westbury’ – article by ABC News - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-05/when-an-old-town-becomes-

new-again-westbury-tasmania/101915864  

 

• ‘Back Roads host Heather Ewart charts evolution of pubs from male-

dominated drinking holes to community hubs- Video and Article by ABC 

Back Roads  - https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-02/great-

australian-pubs-back-roads-heather-ewart-abc-tv/101798200  

 

• ‘Frank Deshon buys the whole town of Hebel in Queensland to keep it 

on the map’ -Article by ABC News-  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-

08-08/frank-deshon-buys-the-town-of-hebel/100356256   

 

• 7 tips to buying a Pub in Australia- Article by Bsale- 

https://bsale.com.au/article-display/7-tips-to-buying-a-pub-in-

australia,763  

 

• ‘Grazier-turned-publican saves much-loved historic pub off the 

beaten track — without resorting to pokies’ – Article by ABC News- 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-13/country-pub-no-poker-

machines-hotel-theebine/101894638 
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• ‘Historic Quamby pub restored by Gold Coast mates who took on 

'opportunity of a lifetime’ – Article by ABC News-  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-04-19/historic-quamby-pub-

restored-by-gold-coast-tourists/102235284  

 

• ‘Local social licence cooperatives are taking over pubs, stores, solar 

farms to save country towns’ – Article by ABC central Victoria - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-12-19/regional-cooperatives-saving-

their-towns/12986294  

 

• 'It's more than a drinking hole': Small community pitch in to buy the 

only pub in town’- Article by ABC Mildura-Swan Hill - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-21/nandaly-community-pitch-in-to-

purchase-pub/10640136  

 

• ‘Community Asset Ownership Through Social Enterprise – Nandaly 

Community Hotel’-YouTube by ACRE - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5jT7mpBAEg  

 

• ‘Residents volunteer to keep local pub open in small SA border town of 

Cockburn’- YouTube by ABC Broken Hill - 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-17/volunteers-keep-pub-open-in-

south-australia-small-town/9053752  
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