
Balingup
3 hours south of  Perth



• Population 565

• Median age – 58 yrs

• Median income $944 
(Aust $1746)

• Voluntary work 39% 
(Aust 14%)

• No of community 
groups >40

• And we like to dress 
up.



Magic mushroomsBuddhist Retreat



Golden Valley Tree Park

• State owned land.

• Arboretum run by Balingup volunteers.



Community Centre

Workspace

Recreation Centre



Vintage Home Town for Life
(5 cottages)



Balingup Doctors & Pharmacy



Small Farm Field Day

Showcases local - a major 
event, attracting up to 10,000 
visitors each year.
SFFD profits are shared 
through a Trust Fund with 
other community groups 



Medieval Carnivale The workers 
and dragon





Quirkiness



BALINGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
(BPA)

BPA
Incorporated Body

Insurance Cover
Community Centre/ 

Workspace

Sub Committees Events 



18 sub committees and still 
growing……

• Balingup Art & Craft Affair  

• Balingup Community Forest 
Garden 

• Balingup Heritage Exhibition 

• Balingup Medieval Carnivale

• Balingup Men in Sheds 

• Balingup Patches and Craft 

• Balingup Rail Group  

• Balingup Small Farm Field 
Day  

• Resilience Group

• Balingup Townscape

• Birdwood Park Avenue of 
Honour Group

• Telling Tales in Balingup 

• Mullalyup Improvement 
Group 

• Paths, Tracks and Trails 

• Balingup Health and Wellness 

• BalingUpCycle

• Balingup Music Experience

• Balingup Night Markets



Strategic Plan – April 2021

• We held lots of 
open space 
meetings in 
strange places.





Big picture goals

Environment Balingup is a centre of environmental 
sustainability.

Economy and 
Tourism

Balingup is a resilient, thriving community 
with a vibrant village feel.

Lifespan and 
Living

Balingup is a community that creates, 
learns and grows together.

Community 
and 
Governance

Balingup Progress Association is an 
intergenerational, community-led, 
representative, change and innovation 
group.



The outcomes……

• Storytelling program for kids



BalingUpcycle

• Returned 
$10,000 profit to 
the community 
in the first six 
months.



Balingup Arts & Community Hub 
(BACH)

• Revitalise the Town Hall.

• Concerts, weddings, community events, 
forums.



Program 
ideas 2023.

Launch 
5-7 May



Balingup Futures Fund (2023)

SFFD Carnivale Upcycle BACH

Balingup Progress 
Association

Small grants 
fund (annual)

Balingup 
Futures Fund“Rainy day” 

insurance



Latest Projects
1. Cluster Developments





Current – no new sub division below 
100 acres 

10 10 30

10 15 25



Result

• Smallholdings/ 
hobby farmers.

• Best quality land 
rarely used for 
genuine agriculture.

• Fire hazard.



What if we had small off grid 
communities?



Current status of Cluster 
Developments

• Briefed Jane Kelsbie (MP). 

• Transition Towns workshop June 22 attended by 
representative from WA Planning Commission.

• Meeting held in Balingup – 22 landholders 
attended.

• Landholders were asked to collect information 
(property details, sketch map of existing 
infrastructure, dot points of what they want to do 
etc).



• Only two proposals received .

• Proposals sent to Planning Commission for 
review.  

• Planning Commission have advised they ARE 
willing to consider rural stratas.  Working with 
local governments to determine how it could 
work.

• Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup has included in 
their draft Local Planning Strategy and 
Planning Commission will attend community 
consultation.



Project No 2 Resilient Community

DFES Community 
Resilience Workshops 
have stressed:

• the unexpected will occur 
more and more over the 
coming years, and 

• communities cannot rely 
on government to save 
them.  



• The power went off in 
Balingup 24th May 
2020 for 18 hours.

• We lost ALL 
telecommunications –
copper cable network, 
wireless NBN and pay 
phone. 

• 6 -8 hour battery 
backup 

Emergency Response

• ‘Our sites typically have battery or 

generators in case of a disruption to 
energy supplies. This back-up power 
is designed to provide some 
protection during local community 
power loss, but will not support the 
loss of power for extended periods’.

• https://exchange.telstra.com.au/preparing-for-the-
summer-storm-and-fire-season

https://exchange.telstra.com.au/preparing-for-the-summer-storm-and-fire-season/
https://exchange.telstra.com.au/preparing-for-the-summer-storm-and-fire-season/


February 2022 it happened again



• Organised a meeting of Telstra, NBN, Shire, 
Western Power etc to discuss 
communications backup systems.

• Outcome:

– Satellite phone

– Skymuster pop-up internet (VOIP phone calls for 
70-100 people)

– Community Information & Social Centre (manned 
by community)

– Generator  

• All fixed finally!



Plans for Resilience Committee

• Look at broader 
picture.

• Fire retardant 
trees.



Project No 3 - What’s the difference 
between these two cakes?



Project  No 3- Insurance

• Civil Liability Act 2002 protects community 
groups/individuals is complex and unclear.

• BPA insurance covers BPA, two major events 
and 18 sub-committees.  It doesn’t cover 
stallholders or paid entertainers.

• 129 pages of legalese and we don’t 
understand it.

• I have lobbied MP and others.   No joy so far.



2020 2023

Association/ Management/ 
Employee Liability 

$1676 $2304 

Personal Accident volunteers $130 $1444 

Combined Public and 
Products Liability

$76 $76

Agricultural (buildings and 
contents) 

$3582 $6086 

$5464 $9910

Tried to get other quotes………..very 
hard/unsuccessful.



Action needed

• A review of community insurance be 
carried out with the aim of developing a 
Community Group Insurance Pack. 
(Insurance companies already have 
Business Packs – developed to suit small 
businesses.)  



• Document 
that would 
allow 
community 
groups to 
select the 
level of cover 
needed, 
depending on 
their 
individual 
circumstances



• Provide information in an easy to read, understandable 
format, to ensure that information can be easily understood



You can help….

• Complete a short survey form.

• I’ll consolidate and start agitating!





Wendy Trow

• brookview@wn.com.au

• 0457 404 571

mailto:brookview@wn.com.au
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