
Dark Sky Tourism:
Small Town Reinvention
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Artificial Light Pollution

Image: Suomi satellite, NASA & National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Research: Dr. Christopher Kyba et al., GFZ German Research Center for Geosciences 
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Western Australia is Dark
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How do we Protect the Night Sky?
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Warm Colour Temperature LED Lights
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Mapped 50+ Stargazing Places
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Local Observing Places
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Building Skills, Knowledge & Networks 



Itineraries
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Aboriginal Astronomy
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Community & Visitor Events
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Dark Sky Tourism
Opportunities

SHARING & PROTECTING OUR DARK NIGHT SKY



Dark Sky Tourism 
Market Research 2021
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• 35% “Astro Enthusiasts”

• Planning or open to astro-
related travel

• Interested in a broad range of 
Dark Sky Tourism activities 

• 71% anticipate spending 
same/more



Visitor Experience & 
Expectations  

Research 2023-24
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• Almost all visitors (95%) say 
they are interested in this type 
of experience/activity; and

• As at 2023-24, only 24% 
participated.
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2023-2038
Total Solar Eclipse Hot Spot



SHARING & PROTECTING OUR DARK NIGHT SKY

What is a Total Solar Eclipse? 
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13th November 2012

Image: EclipseWise.com
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Image: Tourism Queensland
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23rd April 2023

Image: EclipseWise.com
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Exmouth, WA
23rd April 2023
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22nd July 2028

Image: EclipseWise.com
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Image: EclipseWise.com

13th July 2037
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Image: EclipseWise.com

26th December 2038
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Global Spotlight 
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International Dark Sky Places
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Australia Has Six!



A Glimpse into the Future



Colorado Plateau 

•Arizona
•Colorado
•New Mexico
•Utah
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Over the next 10 years:

•US$5.8B non-local tourist spend

• 10,000 additional jobs each year

•US$2.4B wages
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Colorado Plateau 

Research: April 2019, David M. Mitchell and Terrel Gallaway, Dark sky tourism: economic impacts 
on the Colorado Plateau Economy, Missouri State University, USA
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Happy Stargazing!

Astrotourism WA

0427 554 035

carol@astrotourismwa.com.au

www.astrotourismwa.com.au

@AstrotourismWA
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