
DISCOVER BURIED TREASURE 

IN YOUR TOWN









DISCUSSION:
Why do you think that an assets map 

might be a better place to start

than a needs map?



Every individual has gifts -

skills, knowledge and passions



Labeled People:

• Unemployed

• Poor person

• Non-English speaking

• Single parent

• Addict

• Offender

• Old person

• At-risk youth

• Homeless

• Disabled



Whakatane, New Zealand

Disabled



Community Cafe



Community Led Education



Eastbay Timebank



Micro Enterprises









Thrift Store















YOUR TURN:
Whose gifts are underutilized 

in your town?



Every town has:

• Gifts of individuals

• Community associations



Individuals share their gifts when 

they are in association with one another



 Wodonga, Victoria, Australia





























YOUR TURN:
 What are key associations 

in your town 

with which you would like 

to be better connected?



Every town has:

• Gifts of individuals

• Community associations

• Government and other local agencies



QUESTION TO PONDER:
What are the underutilized resources 

of local government, NGOs, and other 

agencies serving your town?



Limburg, Netherlands



Columbia City, Seattle



Sunshine Coast, Australia

Virtual

Community

Warehouse



Every town has:

• Gifts of individuals

• Community associations

• Government and other local agencies

• Built and natural environment



Hoogeveen, Netherlands



















YOUR TURN:
What are the physical resources 

in your town

that are underutilized?



Every town has:

• Gifts of individuals

• Community associations

• Government and other local agencies

• Built and natural environment

• Local economy



QUESTION TO PONDER:
How could your community 

build and benefit from an economy 

that is based on its strengths?



Yackandandah, Victoria, Australia







Every town has:

• Gifts of individuals

• Community associations

• Government and other local agencies

• Built and natural environment

• Local economy

• Culture, history and identity



Roswell, New Mexico

















YOUR TURN:
What is special about 

the history, culture, environment 

and identity of your town? What could 

you better highlight to increase local 

pride and/or to attract visitors?



K Road, Auckland, New Zealand

Going on a Treasure Hunt





























Investing Your Treasure





YOUR TURN:
What ideas do you have 

for enhancing your town by 

mobilizing some of your community’s 

underutilized resources?
(Gifts of individuals – Community associations – 

Local agencies – Built and natural environment – 

Local economy – Culture, history, identity)



jimdiers@comcast.net
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