
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners on whose land we meet and 
acknowledge and pay respect to their Elders Past Present and Future, 

and the wisdom and knowledge passed down through the generations. 
We also acknowledge the many Indigenous communities represented 

here today and  the Traditional Owners of the Deniliquin area – the 
Wamba Wamba People



ABCD as a practice in a long-term project in rural NSW Australia.  

This presentation draws on more than 60,000 years of cultural 
knowledge building with a community surviving colonial 
dispossession and government assimilation policies. 

It focusses on the work of  families who came together in 2001 to 
chart a new future for themselves and open opportunities for social, 
cultural and economic development.

I finally consider the relationships between deliberative and 
iterative process and how recognise the importance of both may 
be the way forward.
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Tangell



Time Line

Pre 1800’s Families comprising up to 3,000 people lived in their own country becoming aware that 
something was changing

1830’s Different people arrived but their own population had already been devastated by disease

1850’s Population has fallen to a few hundred people

1870’s Local massacres again decimated the community

1900’s The beginning of the mission period – control by State and Church

1930’s to 1970’s Forced removal of Aboriginal children. After this time, the process continues under Government 
child protection legislation

1960’s Mission closed – forced relocation into industrial area of town

1967 Referendum to include Aboriginal People in the National Census passes with over 90% vote

1984 NSW Aboriginal Land Rights  Act passed

2003 Yarkuwa Indigenous Knowledge Centre registered as an Aboriginal Corporation

2008 Close the Gap Framework adopted by Commonwealth Government

2023 Voice Referendum fails 605 vote no



Conserving and sustaining 
traditional values



A work in Progress



Yarkuwa’s ABCD process

Discovery
  "The best of 

what is"

Dream
"What might 

be"

Design
"What should 

be"

Destiny
"How to 

empwer, learn, 
and improve



Deliberative ABCD -  A Project
• 2007 Government contract to use ABCD

• Project Title – Increasing the capacity of Aboriginal people in environmental,  
heritage and natural resource management.

• Project Aim – to build the capacity of two Aboriginal communities to manage 
their environment, including environmental-related heritage and natural 
resource issues.

Iterative  ABCD – A way of being

• Wamba Wamba Perrepa Perrepa people’s history of tens of thousands of generations
• Landuse and Occupancy data demonstrating connection to Country
• Family and kinship connections 
• Understanding how to mange resources 



LAND USE AND OCCUPANCY 
MAPPING

Land Use and Occupancy mapping is a method that allows us to catalogue, safeguard and convey 
the collection knowledge of our community.  Use refers to the use of resources – the collecting of 

plants, animals and fibres etc , Occupancy relates to fixed cultural sites such as campsites, 
sacred areas,  burial grounds and story sites.





   2012 Time to reflect – 
   50 years of Government policy 



The New Centre

The Yarkuwa Indigenous Knowledge Centre was built on decades 

of work, commitment, vision and leadership, and now stands as a 

permanent home for self-determination and sense of strong 

cultural pride. 





The Way 
Forward must 
always look 
back



My thinking at this time after drawing together generations of 
knowledge is 

How do deliberative ABCD processes relate to iterative ones?

How does place based work link to traditional connections and 
knowledge systems?

How do we work in the broader community? What language should 
we use?

How do we develop a more collective approach when the media 
and current narratives are dividing us?

Finally How do we keep going? Why can’t we stop? When have we 
done enough?  The answer to some of this for us lies in the more 
iterative natural processes of ABCD  and being open to what this 
mean and knowing and trusting that the Coda’s and eli’s of our 
community will know there is a hopeful future.
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