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Sexual violence is an entire spectrum of abuse that thrives in 

environments of conflict and undermines peace. Extreme underreporting 

makes the problem invisible, perpetuating harm. Without decisive action, 

the absence of visible consequences erodes our capacity to protect 

individuals and build peaceful, safe communities.



“Collective Action”

SAFE CITY - 2024 Collective Action Award

#globalleadershipawards #gla24 #leadingtherise #vitalvoices 

In response to the Delhi Gang Rape and Murder case in 2012, ElsaMarie D’Silva (2017 Global Leadership Award Honoree) created Red Dot Foundation, working at the intersection of 
gender, technology, communications, data, and urban planning. Safecity is its flagship program. 

Safecity is a mobile app and platform that crowdsources personal stories of sexual harassment and abuse in public spaces. Its data, which can be anonymous, gets aggregated as hot spots 
on a map indicating trends at a local level. The strategy is to make this data useful for individuals, communities, and local governments to identify factors that lead to violence and to 
improve public safety. 

Safecity technology and best practices have been made available to leaders throughout the Vital Voices Global Network who have implemented local Safecity initiatives of their own in the 
following countries so far: 

India – Supreet K Singh and Tania Echaporia
Kenya – Jane Anyango
Trinidad  Tobago – Nicole Joseph Chin
The Philippines – Maya Tamayo
Croatia – Dunja Bonacci
Guatemala – Maria Lidia
Nicaragua – Xiomara Diaz
Romania – Cristina Horia
Nigeria – Tessie Nkechi Udegboka
Brazil – Samara Castro
Malaysia – Radziah Radzi
United States – Sophie Sandberg

Representing all global partners, the Collective Action Award was accepted by Elsa Marie D’Silva and Jane Anyango at Vital Voices 2024 Global Leadership Awards. 

Film directed and produced by Queen Latifah's #QueenCollective, a female filmmakers initiative in collaboration with PG and Flavor Unit Productions.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UghAYKI0dDk


Data to 

Action

Individuals

Communities

Institutions

Safe place to share their 

story and find solidarity.

Can make better 

decisions about their 

own safety.

Can access information to 

mobilise themselves, 

convene dialogues & 

demand for institutional 

accountability.

Access actionable information 

on unsafe experiences.

Can use the data to make 

spaces safer, which increases 

trust in the systems.



Community Action
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Safecity’s Lal Kuan chapter is about empowering the 

community with right tools to report and curb sexual 

harassment. It brings together all the stakeholders to 

fight the issue of sexual harassment and eradicate it 

from the area via increased governance and sustained 

development

The Campaign

The Issue and Objectives
Lack of Public Infrastructure such as lighting and 

toilets, presence of men loitering, commenting , 

stalking. The objective was to  highlight lack of 

infrastructure and its impact on harassment, increased 

awareness on sexual harassment and tackling the 

issue through the use of data and community 

engagement 

The Intervention
Training and capacity building of communities through 

workshops in communities and educational institutions 

in the area..

Capacity Building of Police and local governance 

bodies. Use of Art and theatre to create awareness, 

partnerships   with media to run a digital campaign
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4 Outcome 

Widespread community engagement resulted in 

stakeholder action with regard to street lighting and 

toilets



LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AND 

COMMUNITY
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Identification of a place
8 districts of Haryana were selected on account of  

their diverse mix of public spaces, including markets, 

transport hubs, educational institutions, communities, 

and residential areas. This selection was made to 

obtain a holistic understanding of the dynamics 

surrounding crimes against women.
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Awareness, Interactions, Audits and

 Interventions
More than 40,000 persons were interacted with from 

these areas in a duration of 12 months. This was a 

random sample of people visiting public spaces, using 

public transport etc.

25000 audits were conducted, where people reported 

incidents of sexual harassment and domestic violence. 

These were mapped on Safecity, and the data was 

used to identify hotspots and trends of harassment. 

Community Interventions and training sessions  were 

conducted

Awareness sessions conducted with the Police

Data Analysis and Presentation

The Data from the audit was then analysed. The 

hotspots and trends of harassment that were identified 

were then shared with the police officials, along with 

recommendations and voices from the community. 
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Other Government 

Public spaces continue to remain unsafe because responsibility for safety is fragmented between 

communities and local governments. Community voices and lived experiences are often excluded from 

planning and decision-making, resulting in responses that are reactive rather than preventive. While local 

governments have the mandate to ensure safety, they frequently lack grounded, community-led insights. This 

disconnect weakens accountability and limits the creation of safe, inclusive public spaces for all.

The Problem
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The Campaign

This project brought communities and local governments together to advocate for safer public spaces. By 

strengthening local leadership and shared accountability, it shifted safety from an individual concern to a 

collective responsibility. Community voices, data, and lived experiences informed local action and decision-

making. Together, these partnerships worked to create safer, more inclusive spaces for all.

Government Bodies and Community



Community

Access data insights and work 

together with Red Dot Foundation 

to raise awareness and create 

policy recommendations for 

institutions.

Institutions

Access data dashboards and work together 

with Red Dot Foundation and community  

to come up with legislative changes to 

improve the local issue.

Data
Is gathered and shared with institutions and 

communities, and is used to incentivize 

them to come up with actions that can later 

indicate a change in the data (less reports in 

certain areas or increased feeling of being 

safe)

Systems 

Change

Action

Is made in collaboration between Red Dot 

Foundation and communities/institutions 

based on the data gathered in the local 

context. Actions can be workshops, 

challenges, artistic manifestations and 

data visualization. 



100,000+
Unique Reports

250,000
People Trained

7000
Youth Leaders

5
Police Partners

Our Impact

Citizens Impacted

1 Million

50+
Global Awards

Our unique dataset of over 50,000 

personal stories of sexual violence and 

have engaged over 1 Million citizens to 

take action and be more confident when 

accessing public spaces. We are 

currently in 5 cities in India and share the 

data with 5 police force on a monthly 

basis.

We have partnered with police, civic 

officials, transport authorities and 

educational institutions on safe public 

spaces. 



Our ReachCountry 

Chapters21
145,000 Twitter 

Followers

44,000 Facebook

Followers

300+ Media 

Mentions

India · USA · Bosnia and Hezergovina · 

Brazil · Cameroon · Croatia · Guatemala · 

Jordan ·  Kenya · Malaysia · Nigeria · 

Philippines · the Netherlands · Romania · 

Peru · Togo · Trinidad and Tobago   

Safecity's cyclical approach of data 

collection, community engagement, and 

collaborative action has resulted in 

empowering individuals and institutions to 

create safer urban environments. These 

impactful stories exemplify the efficacy of 

Safecity's methodology in bringing about 

positive change and fostering safer and 

inclusive communities.



Thank You

To know more about us Scan Me

@TheSafecityApp         

www.facebook.com/safecity.in

www.reddotfoundation.in

info@reddotfoundation.org

09015 510 510

We are grateful to our partners for being part of the movement.
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